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vh Vyi¦ ndI k« iknare q#¯a, nIle-Sle!I panI ko sNdeh kI d_i½ se deq rha &a| {skI nj¯r 
kŸ+ k¯dm dUr, !U!I-f·!I köXtya‡ pr p#¯I| pI+e se iksI k« ghrI sa~s lene kI Aavaj¯ Aa] to 
{se pta cla ik {sk« sa&I wI vha~ pº~c g\ h… AOr Ab ve swI, ds k« ds log \k` hokr 
ndI k« iknare pr q#¯e, ndI k« f¬lav ko deq rhe &e| 

ndI cO#¯I to &I, pr [tnI wI cO#¯I nhŠ ik {Nh‡ dUsra iknara idqa] hI n de| vh Vyi¦ jo {s 
smUh k« muöqya k« :p m‡ kayR kr rha &a, {sne ApnI jeb se \k pItl ka kMpas yanI idxa 
idqane vala yN` inkala AOr sa& hI \k purana-sa idqne vala nK¯xa wI inkala ijse {sne 
saf¯a] se cOkor mo#¯kr rqa ºAa &a| {sne nK¯xe ko qola, ApnI wa…h‡ isko#¯Š AOr ifr nK ¯xe 
ko vaps jeb m‡ #al ilya| {sne kha, 'deqo, hm‡ ndI par krk« dUsrI Aor jana hoga| vha~ se 
Aage hm pEdl ja\~ge|" 

ve wart m‡ \k tI&Rya`a pr &e, k] piv` tI&RS&ana‡ AOr qU¯bsUrt jgha‡ se hokr guj¯r rhe &e| 
{Nha‡ne ApnI AiDktr ya`a pEdl hI ty kI &I, prNtu kwI-kwI {Nha‡ne yatayat k« ANy 
saDna‡ ka wI {pyog ikya &a jEse ik AwI ve [n nava‡ k« maëym se ndI par krne vale &e|  

vh Vyi¦ nava‡ kI Aor cl p#¯a AOr Apne smUh ko pI+e Aane ka [xara krte º\ khne lga, 
'clo, clo, hm {n +o!I köXtya ‡ ka [Stemal kr‡ge|" jLd hI ve sb ApnI-ApnI köXtya‡ pr 
svar hokr ndI m‡ {tr g\| 

ndI par krne kI ya`a muöXkl isÝ º]| panI ka ¹vah khŠ-khŠ bºt tej¯ &a AOr sbko cPpU 
clana AOr nav ko idxa dena to Aata nhŠ &a| k] jgha‡ pr ve bal-bal bce, {nkI köXtya‡ 
m‡ $er sara panI wI wr gya| hala~ik jb ve log ndI m‡ {tre tb {nkI köXtya~ Aas-pas hI 
&Š prNtu jLd hI ve Alg-&lg ho g[−, ijska p¥r%am yh hone vala &a ik ve sb Alg-Alg 
smy pr v Alg-Alg S&ana‡ pr dUsre iknare pr pº~c‡ge| 



 

AOr \esa hI ºAa| ve swI dUsre t! pr pº~c to g\, pr vha~ pº~ckr ibqr g\| ve igrte-p#¯te, 
iksI trh köXtya‡ se bahr inkle, &kan se cUr, ha~fte º\, {nk« gIle kp#¯e xrIr se icpk« º\ 
&e| jb {Nha‡ne \k-dUsre ko deqa to ve DIre-DIre \k jgh [kÌa hone lge| 

jb ve swI ifr se [kÌa ho g\ to {nk« muöqya ne su)av idya ik yh suiniÿt krne k« il\ ik 
swI log [s iknare pr Aa g\ h…, {Nh‡ \k bar igntI kr lenI caih\| {sne Apne pas q#ē 
Vyi¦ kI Aor [xara ikya AOr kha, '\k|" 

ifr {sne, {s Vyi¦ k« pas q#Ī mihla ko deqa| 'do|" AOr ifr {s mihla k« pas q#¯I 
mihla ko| 'tIn|" 

[sI trh vh igntI krta rha jb tk ik vh smUh k« ANt tk nhŠ pº~c gya| 'sat,  
Aa@, nO . . . |" 

vh ;ka| bak¯I k« loga‡ ne {skI Aor deqa| 

'nO?" {sne dohraya, {sk« cehre pr {l)n saf¯ nj¯r Aa rhI &I| 'leikn jb hm {s iknare se 
cle &e tb to hm ds &e| Ab k«vl nO k¬se ho skte h…?" 

bak¯I swI log sunsan p#ē ndI k« t! ko deqne lge mano Apne smUh k« dsv‡ Vyi¦ k« ret se 
bahr Aane kI {MmId kr rhe ha‡| 

AOr ifr iksI ne #re º\ Svr m‡ kha, 'k Ç-Kya hmn‡ ndI m‡ iksI ko qo to nhŠ idya?" 

'cup rho," smUh k« \k ANy sdSy ne kha jo +o!e-+o!e bala‡ valI \k mihla &I| 'hmse j¯:r 
ko] gl̄tI ho rhI hE, mu)e ignne do| \k| do| tIn| car| pa~c| +ò| sat . . . Aa@ . . . nO?"  

igntI q¯Tm krte-krte {skI Aavaj¯ ka~pne lgI| '\esa k¬se ho skta hE?" {sne {l)n wre 
Svr m‡ kha| 

[s trh, \k-\k krk« sbne igna ik smUh m‡ iktne log h…| prNtu bar-bar ignne pr wI nO hI 
log inkle| AOr hr n] v Asfl igntI k« sa& ve AOr wI AiDk wywIt AOr AiDk inrax 
hote g\| 



 

[sI bIc \k AOr kXtI iknare pr Aakr ;kI| ve tI&Rya`I ApnI prexanI m‡ [tne {l)e º\ &e 
ik {s Aor iksI ka ëyan hI nhŠ gya| {Nha‡ne nhŠ deqa, {s yuva mihla ko jo fŸtIR se nav se 
bahr Aa] ya ifr {s bCce ko ijse {s mihla ne Apne bad kXtI se bahr inkala| 

vh mihla AOr bCca, ha& m‡ Apna saman il\, {nk« samne Aakr {s pUre d_Xy ko g¯Or se deqne 
lge— deqa ik yha~ pr loga‡ ka \k smUh pagla‡ kI trh \k-dUsre kI trf¯ [xare kr rha &a, 
{nkI Aavaj¯ m‡ b ecEnI &I AOr ve bar-bar \k se nO tk hI ign rhe &e| 

bCce ne b#Ī {Tsu¦a se ApnI ma~ se pU+a| 'ma~, ve log Kya kr rhe h…?" 

'mu)e nhŠ pta," {s mihla ne DIre-se kha| 'Kya hm jakr pU+‡ yid {Nh‡ mdd kI j:̄rt ho 
to?" 

bCce ne ha~ m‡ isr ihlaya| ma~ ne bCce ka ha& pk#¯a AOr {s smUh k« nj¯dIk g]| 

'ma~f¯ kIij\," {s yuva mihla ne ivnm/ta se kha, 'pr Kya \esa kŸ+ hE jo Aapko prexan kr 
rha hE?" 

{s smUh ka muöqya {s mihla kI Aor mu#¯a| {s Vyi¦ k« cehre pr icNta kI lkIr‡ saf¯ 
idqa] de rhI &Š| 

{sne {s yuva mihla se kha, 'bhn, m… [s bat kI srahna krta ¸~ ik Aap hmarI mdd krna 
cahtI h… leikn mu)e #r hE ik hmare smUh k« il\ \k bºt burI q¯br hE| hm ds log &e ijNha‡ne 
yh tI&Rya`a xu: kI &I, AOr—AOr Ab Aap deq hI rhI h … . . ." vh Vyi¦ ApnI pUrI bat q¯Tm 
nhŠ kr paya AOr Apne sai&ya ‡ kI trf¯ [xara krne lga| 

yh deqkr {s bCce ne Acank kha| 'm… k:~ Kya? m… igntI krk« deqU~ Kya? mu)e ds tk kI 
igntI AatI hEÁ" 

saf¯ j¯aihr &a ik vh Vyi¦ [sse Ashmt &a prNtu \esa lga ik vh {s bCce k« {Tsah ko 
km nhŠ krna cahta &a| {sne DIre-se Apna isr ihlate º\ shmtI dI| 



 

{s bCce kI Aa~qa‡ m‡ cmk Aa g] AOr {sne igntI xu: kI ò '\k . . . do . . . tIn . . ." {sne 
hr s=Qya ko ëyanpUvRk, npe-tule Svr m‡, \kag/ta k« sa& ignna xu: ikya AOr ignte-ignte 
{skI Aa~q‡ \k se dUsre Vyi¦ kI Aor ja rhI &Š| 

'Aa@ . . . nO . . . dsÁ" {sne {TsahpUvRk smaPt ikya| 

{s smUh k« hr Vyi¦ ne {s bCce ko AaÿyR se deqa| 

'\esa k¬se ho skta hE?" muöqya ne {s bCce kI ma~ kI Aor mu#¯te º\ kha| '\esa k¬se ºAa ik 
[s +o!e-se bCce ne hm‡ ds btaya, jbik hm sb ne k«vl nO hI igne &e?" 

ma~ muSkŸra] AOr {sne ivnm/ta se kha, 'wEya, mu)e lgta hE ik Aap sbne igntI krte smy qu¯d 
ko nhŠ igna|" 

 

 

 

yh khanI wart k« vedaNtdxRn k« g/N&a‡ m‡ ki&t \k pOrai%k k&a se ¹e¥rt hE|  
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